FUNERAL SERMON ON GOV. LEVERET, BOSTON, 


1679. 


$62a (Willard, Samuel.) A Sermon Preached upon Ezeh. 22, 


30, 31. Oceasioned by the Death of the much honoured 
John Leveret, Esq., Governour of the Colony of the Matta- 
chusets, N. E. By S. W. Teacher of the South Church in 
Boston. 

Small 4to, half morocco. Boston: Printed by John Foster, 
in the Year 1679. 
Collation : Title, pp. 1-13. 


Excessively rare and a beautiful clean copy, with good margins. 
The Sermon is on Sir John Leverct, who was Colonial Governor 
of Massachusetts, and who died in Boston, March 16, 1679. He 
was one of the most important characters in Colonial hustory, as it 
was under his administration the war with King Philip began and 
was conducted to a favorable issue, and for which act he was 
knighted, in acknowledgment of his Services to the New England 
Colony. 


# 9P1S7 


FUNERAL SERMON ON GOV. LEVERET, BOSTON, 


1679. 


$62a (Willard, Samuel.) A Sermon Preached upon Ezeh. 22, 


30, 31. Oceasioned by the Death of the much honoured 
John Leveret, Esq., Governour of the Colony of the Matta- 
chusets, N. E. By S. W. Teacher of the South Church in 
Boston. 

Small 4to, half morocco. Boston: Printed by John Foster, 
in the Year 1679. 
Collation : Title, pp. 1-13. 


Excessively rare and a beautiful clean copy, with good margins. 
The Sermon is on Sir John Leverct, who was Colonial Governor 
of Massachusetts, and who died in Boston, March 16, 1679. He 
was one of the most important characters in Colonial hustory, as it 
was under his administration the war with King Philip began and 
was conducted to a favorable issue, and for which act he was 
knighted, in acknowledgment of his Services to the New England 
Colony. 


# 9P1S7 


RN 


DR 


ED 


E ERM ON 


e 
+ 


PREACHED UPON Ferk, 22: 30,31 


os is 


= Occaſioned by the Death of the 


| o much honoured 


3 JOHN, LEVERET Eſy. 


a Governour of the (,oleny of the 
& ie M attachufets, NC-E. 


LAS 


—_—— 


BOSSES KM 
Printed by fob Foſter, inthe Year1 6 7 9, 


Kv . 
þ- on $6» 
&:;By S.W. Tad of the South Church 
in Bolton, 
$#++$+4$4+ 
wa F 
+++ 4 
Wi 
ey 
| £2 
- 
Pong 
<4 


II'S 3-46 


V3 


OE EE I LE I CE RS ot —_— 


E213 
CZ TELSKLAKERSKRRR SERENE 


A ELLLEL LIL LLII LETT ICLS, 


E ZEK. XXIL XXX, XXX. 


Arn I ſoughd for « min among them, that ſhould maze up the bedge, and ffand in 
. gap before me for the landythat 1 ſhould not d:ftroy it, but I found 
non? : Therefore bave I poured out mine tn4ignation uponthbem, [ bave 


corſumed thom with the fire of my wrath; their own way baye 1 recom- © 


penjed upon their beads, ſaith the Lord God. 


HE Prophet Exzekie/ was one of the firſt Captivi 

under Nebuchaanezer, carried to Cleldea wit 

King fehojakin : He propheſicd therefore in the 

moſt degenerate times of that people : and hence 
the moſt of his Propheſies are convittive, and comminatory; 
and ſuch is this Chapter before us. Here we (hall ſee God 
fiting as a [u!ge upon an apoſtatized and puilty people. The 
matter ofthe Chater conſis of a particular enumeration 0 
their grievous fins, and denunciation of Judgment againſt 
them tor that reaſon This is delivered in three diſtin Pro- 
pheſi:sz one from the beginning to v. 17. The ſecond from 
thenee to v. 23. The laſt from v. 23. to the end. Our Text 
falls within the third Prophelye. the ſcope of which is to de- 
clarc an1 vinJicate the righteous Judgement of God againſt 
Judak and Jeruſalem : and thereare two parts in it. 

[. The Ground or moving cauſe of the controverſy which 
God had with them,in threeParticulars. 

1. Their unreclaimableneſs under former Judgements, al- 
legorically expreſſed, wer. 24. Thou art « land that is not 
clean(14, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. g9.d. Though 
Judgments have fallen on you, yet they have not been as a 
water that hath waſhed away your iniquityes, but you remain 
filthy ſtil. Julgments did nox effed or bring about” their Re- 
pentance. . 2 


Go 


L2J 
2. The prevalency of fin in all orders of men, with an exumeration of 
the moſt prevailing abominarions; in the Prophets, ver, 25. 28. in the 
Priefts, ver;26. inthe Prince, ver,27, inthe body of the Peop's, ver,29, 
Apoſtacy was become univerſal, 


3. That there were none to ſtand between God and them to avert, or 
turnaway his juſt indignation, and hold his hands, and ſtay the courſe of 
his wrath that it might not ſeize and ruine them, ver,3c. 

II, The Judgement it ſelf, which is declared as an Effect from theſe car. 
ſes, and by them vindicated to be juſt and equal, ver.31, our Tranflation 
reads it in the preter Tenſe? as of a thing which was paſt, and God here 
clears up to be righteous ; and then-it muſt bear reſpect to Feboizhing 
Captivity : /un. Trem, and Piſc. read it in the future, and then it mui? res- 
terre to the deſolation under Zede4iab, which ſoon after fell out, In the 
H#ebr, the firſt Verb is in the future,the other my in the preter;but the one 
is uſed frequently for the other in Prophetical' Scriptures, God ofteg- 
fpeaks of what he will do, as if it were already done, becauſc of the cer- 
tainty of it, : | 

The words of our Text render ns the next and immediate Reaſon of 
Fudabs deſtruftion, viz, there were none found in it to turn away the 
wrath of God from it, no not one : the words clearly hold out unto us theſe 
three things, 

I. Gods great lenity towards a people guilty of deepeſt Apoſtacy, oze 
man might have held his hand, he looked but for one. 

2. Fudabs ſad and deplorable condition, when they wanted this 
man: times were grown ſadly degenerate indeed, that there was none 
that appeared to ſtand in the gap. 

3- Theequity of Gods proceedings againſt a ſinning people, when they 
have never a healer of breaches, none to ſtop gaps. 

I ſought, [haquaſh] The word ſignifies the ſeeking of a thing with great. 
diligence, to look for a thing ſtudiouſly, and with earneſt endeavour, the 
Septuagint uſually tranſlate it by a word that ſignifies an extraordinary 
feeking after anything, 

Gap, [ perez ] the word fignifies a breach that is made in a Wall by 
battery, Gc, The Metaphors may be explained in the Sequel, 

« When Apoftacy bath opened & breach to let in miſery, and God ſeeks for, 
but c ennot find a man to make it up, it is @ ſad preſage of great Calamity, When 
fin hath made way for Gods wrath, and there is none to ihterpoſe, this is 
an evil Omen of great miſery, In-the Explication we may conſider, 

1. What is meant by the Hedge ? 2, What is meant by the Gap in the 

» and how it is made ? 3. What it-is to make up the Hedge, and 
fend in the Grp? 4, Who is the man that may dothis? 5, When itis that 
God ſceks a man, and can find none ? 6. The ground and Reaſon of the 


ine, 
i. What ifmeent by this Hedge ? 
Anſw. An Hedge 15 properly a ſort of Fence which is ſet about an Fn- 
doſure, for its ſafety & defence : the ends unto which it ſervs are chiefly 


wo,viz.that it may be kept in the owners propricty, & not lye common; 
as 


| C3 ] 
as alſo to keep out damage by Beaſts which might otherwayes get in and do' 
miſchief, This Hedge then of which our Text ſpeaks, is the gracious promiſe 
and Providence whereby God aTords divine proteCtion untoa people that are in 
viſtbl- Covenant with him, Criticks obſerve that the word{gedar] ſignifies a wall 
of tione that is laid up without lime or morter,ſuch as is made about orchards or 
Fi-lds : it is tranſlated by a more general word, as Fence, P/al.62.3. Tou are a8 
4 Wttering Fence,and a wall, Numb,22,24. A wall bcing 0n the one ſode, &C. the 
Church is Gods Vineyard, and he hedgeth it in, 

I, By his Promiſe or Covenant, whereby he looks upon it as his propriety, 
he takes it ( as it were ) out of the worlds commen, and fenc<th it of: whena 
p2ople are in Covenant with God, he looks upon them as his own, and he pro- 
mileth or engageth to them his fa 'our, provid :d they keep Covenaat with him : 
nozy this h:dge of the Covenant diltinguiſheth between the Churchand the 
world, and therefore we ſhall find that the people of God in viſible Covenant 
are ſaid to be a people ſeperated, 1 King.$.5 3. Thou diff ſeperate them from a!l 
the people of the Earth to be thine Inheritance : and they are commanded. to keep 
themſclves ſeperate, 2 Cor.6.17.Come out from among ft them, and be ye ſeperate. 

2, By his proyidential care of them, looking afrer them, watcl.ing 0« 
ver them for good, defending then and keeping off evil from them , 
the Pillars of C'oud and fre in the Wilderneſs, which ſtood over the Camp 
of I rael, were Emblems of this protefting providence, and when God 
planred his Vineyard, #, e, his Chureh in the Land of Canaan, it is ſaid, he fenced 
I, 1ſai.5,2, and what is this Fence, but his vigilant and powerful defence ? So 
it iS expounded, Cbap.27.3. 1 will Leep it night and day : itis a care of Providence 
tat non2 ſhall do it any harm, either keeping in, and reſtraining of wicked 
men, ( who are like the Beaſts of the Wilderneſs ) from — any 
thing againlt it ; orelſe defeating of them in their attempts, that they ſhall not 
break their way through, to layat waſte, 

2, What i the G1p inthe hedge, an1 bow it u« made ? 

An'w, A Gap is properly a breach which is made in a wall or Fence, where- 
by it is laid open, or expoſed unto Inroads. Now this Gap Which is under 
confd:ration, is a wav that is opened to let in the,Judgements of God upon a 
people,which could find no way inas long as the HA was kept up,& this 15,done 
vhen God is by the fins of his people provoked to os hay his Covenant, and 
ſuſpend his proteſting providence which was'their ſafety, ſothat <ither man 
May be ſaid to make a Gap, or elſe it may be ſaid of God that he doth it, 

1. Man is ſaid to make the Gap when he pollutes Gods holy Covenant: a 
perple in viſible Covenant ſtand upon their good behaviour, as they carry it ſo 
thev may expect it ſhall go with them; /\a7. 1.19420. If ye be willing a4 obedient 
Je ſhall eat the fruit of the Land, &c, Gcd hath promiſed that as long as they ds 
well, it ſhall go well with them : hence therefore v-hen a people d-part 
the Rules of obedience, and violate their Oath given unto God, then they give 


God advantage to do them harm; they clear him of his Oath and Promiſe : nay, - 
hecauſe every viſihle Church is a ſpot of Emanuels Land, which be hath taken” 


np for himſelf, and fenced in for his own uſe, therefore Apo!facy makes it a pol 
luzed Land, and this is greatly provoking to a huly God : now therefore Ged ts 
no lenger held under obligatian to protect and take any further rare for them; 


and that is a very great Gap, when a people through provocation,lay themſelves 


naked & open to divine diſpleaſure, A 3 2- 
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2, God may b2 ſaid to make a Gp, when he makes a way for his wrath, ac 
cording to thatexpre:ſion, P/2/,78.50, he mad: a way to hisanger : and this is 
th-ndoaz, whn he removes ot of th2 way thoſe things which he had b:torg 
uſed as inftramental cauſes of their ſafety and ſecurity, vie. 

1, Whenhetakesaway wiſe, pio1s, and zealous Rulers, and gives them foo 
liſhand wickzd ons in their Room. Go.!!y and faithful Go.ernours are a 12- 
fence, they keep off Julgements, by keeping of things in ord-r ; by maintaini 4 
the honour of God, they maintain the peac2 and profp-rity ofa people : whit.-s 
Foaſh dath well,in the daves of Feboja1ib, Ifrael pro! pers: ſich therefore are 
pronounced to be a bletſing, & the want of them js d=clared to be a woe; Ec.19. 
16,17, g90d Rulzrs do ob:ciate Apo tacy, and puniih fin ; whereas wick-d 
Princes do *ncourage it by impunity, and evil Example: and thus you ſhall find 
God mad2aGapin Fudab, by taking away men of place and worth from among 
them, Wai.3.2,3. 

2. 'Wh-n God leavs good Rulers to themſclvres,and to at their own corrup- 
tions : either toa frigid 16glett in their zcal for God,and foolith indulgence to- 
wards wazes of wickedaeſs, this E!i's negl:@ to p inith his ſons for their hor= 
rible crimes, made a gaping breach upon 'ſracl, 1 $am,2,30. 3.11, orto ſome 
great fail, whereby Gods name is highly dithonoured, thus David by his finful 
numbring ofthe p2ople, opened a way to the dzvouring plague : ſo true is that 
Maxime,.--Delirant reges, pletuntur Achtui, Rul rs fins make way for the p20 
ples ſufferings, Devid by the matter of Uriab,braught a Sword upon his houſe, 
and all Iſrael is laid op2n by it : Hezetizh's pride and ingratitud? brings wrath 
upon him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, 2 Chron,32.25. - 

3. When God doth Judicially give upa pzople to fin, and this is uſually a 

* conſequent of ſome former Apottacyes, of which they would not b: con: inced, 
for which they were not humbled : for fin is the great gap-maker, and therefore 
when theirhzartsare hardened, and they are left to theirlu'ts, then there is a 

-- dore ſet wide open toruine, Pſal.81.11,12, ral would nou? of me, ſo / gave them 
ap 10 their own baarts lufts; and this made gaps on 211 ſides, #of. 4.17. let bim alone; 
g. 4 be will make himſelf naked enough, he will throw down all his defence, 

4- When God takes ſe chains of fear which were a re(traint to Ene- 
mi-s, and cauſeth them to be Adyerſaries to his P:-ople, When Fecob travel« 
led through Cen4en, God put a fear into the Inhabitants of the Land, that they 
d:1r{t not purſue after him, this wasa Fence to Facob, it was his ſecurity : but 
when God puts courage intothe hearts of their Enemies, and ſtirs them up to 
engage themſelzes, and make combinations againſt his People, this makes a 
gap : thus God is ſaid to ſtir up Adverſaries again't Solowoy, when, he went at- 
ter ſtrange Gods, . Ty 

5, When he takes away the Spirits and Courage from his People, and fills 
ther wit! panick fears : when their heart faints, and Spirit dyes in them, when 
they are made to be afraid ofa ſhadow, to ſtart at a fancy, and flee when none 
purſues, theſe are miſeries menacedagainta backſliding People. Zev.26.17,36, 

magnanimity and reſolution ina people isa dzfence, it renders them formida- 
ble ; but when once their Courage is gone, there is a breach, an in-let to ſur- 
Tows, it rendersa people a ſcorn and reproach tg their Neighbours, and every 
one wil have a ſnap at them, 


6, Whenhe leavs them toa Spirit of diviſion, and contention among == 
- 


C5] 
| ſelves ; eſpecially when this grows up toan alienation of their hearts one from 
another, #oſ.10,2, their heart is divided, now ſhall they be found faulty : divi- 
ſions are rents, and lay open the nakedneſs of any People : they expoſe thew- 
{clvesanealy prey toany deyour-rs, whiles they are buiic in devouring on2 ano- 
ther: a divided people are out of joynt, weak and contemptible : well might 
| there be ſearchings of bear: for Reubens diviſions, | 
p 3. What is it 10 make up the bedge and ftand in tbe Gep? © « 
| A. Theſe two Phraſes note a double work incumbent on ſuch, ; 
1.To make up che hedge intimates a taking away the provoking cauſe, which . 
| belng removed, according to the tenor of the Covenant of Geds free grace,the 
breach which a people have made upon themſelves by their fin,is repaired: and 
this is done when they are brought to a true & throvgh reformation & —_— 
tance; for God hath given in his word and promiſe, that he will accept of this 
| at their bands : as Sin made a breach, ſo Repentance makes it upagain : yea & 
* by this meansalſo are the breaches that God hath made repaired, becauſe Gods 
anger being now turned away from his people he is reconciled to them again 
p In Jeſus Chriſt, and now he calls in his Judgments, and puts forth anew his care 
7 for his peoples defence and JO Fer.42.12, And hence, when there 
f are ſuch as are Careſull touſe the means of Reformation, and doe powerſully 
; put them in execution, and proſecute them with zeal and reſolution to effeR, 
in this way the hedge is made up, and its breaches repaired, | 
2, To ſtand in the Gap nofesan a, or continued aQs of zeal, and it is done 
when there are ſvch as thruſt themſelyes in between a finni , and a 
rovoked God, and doe their vtmoſt toſland in the way of Ju nts and 
hs them: when there are thoſe, who thcugh they cannot doe what 
| would in Reformation, vet doe theutmoſ?t they can both with God, and with! 
| a revolting people; both intercede with God, and bear adue teſtimony againſt 
| fin. Thus Aaron when a flood of miſery was broke in, throws himſelfin the 
midlt of it and makes an atonement, \umb.,16.47,48, He took incenſe, and ffood 
between the living ard the dead, and the plague was ſtayed : when they hold Cods- 
kand, ſo that he cannot dee what he otherwiſe would, as long as they are there, 
Sodom would not burn ſo long as Lot was in it, but a as he was out it pro- 
ved but tir.der to the ſparks of divine indignation. AS alſo when they -xecute 
due pun iſhment upon thoſe that are the procuring cauſe of theſe Judgments. 
thus the Levitesby their integrity and impartiality turned away wrath fiom the” 
people, when they appeared on the Lords fide, and ſlew every man his brother,. 
Exd,32.26, thus Phinehas his zeal, when he flew Zimri and Coſbi, thoſernpu- 
dent ſinners, was greatly acceptable untoGod, and ſtayed his anger, which was 
out againſt his people. Numb.25.11,12. theſe are thoſe Worthies that have pow- 
er with God himſelf that blunt the of bis fury, and turn by the ſtroke of his 
revenge, that it cannot light where elſe it would. . 
| 4. Who js the man bit may do this? 2M ; 
; Anſm. Out ofqueſlion there were at this time many pious, truly godly, and 
* fince1e ones in Fudegb, and they were ſuch as God took ſpecial notice of, ſuchas 
mourned for the iniquity and ahominations of the times and places, and Gcd had 
ſj ecial mercy for them : the deſtroying Angel muſt ſuſpend doing Execution,till7 
the ſ* had a-mark ſet vpon them for deliverance, Ezck.g. begin, aut every gord 
wan is not a man that can make vp the breach ;thorgherey Chron cngnts was 
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his place,'to &6 his utmo that it may b= made up. But the man thatmay ac- 
compli h ſuch a Hafinefs as this is, muſt be a man of theſe endowments and qua- 

- ligcations, ; 
I. Hz mutt b> a leading man; #. e, a man in Authority, one that is a Ruler 
among his p-ople, a man wer, and influence : a work of Reformation is ſet 
abo2t in vain, and to no purpole, if Rulers do not lead in it : private men do but 
- invain = 4 andperſwade Reformation, if mean while Superiors do countenance 
or ſo much as connive at fin : men thatare in place of power have very great ad- 
vantages in their hands, if they have but a heazt,to do much for a p2oples welfare, 
which private men have no epporenity of doing:their command hath authority, 
_ Example carryes the force of a Law with it.: and henec it is the Scrip- 
_ - lay ſo much weight upon this, the having of good or bad Rulers over 

+ e 

2. He muſt be a godly man; for althongh'it is nat to he denyed, that God 
doth often make uſe of meerly moral men, to be very ſefviceable and beneficial 
to his Peeple; yet this is alſo to bz confidered,that in times of great and epidemi- 
cal d2g2neracy, when the body of a p2ople, and all orders have corrupted them- 
ſelves, he that will hazard himſelfin ſo difficult and unthankful a work as that of 
making up the breach, and will do it effefually, had need to be ſoundly princi- 
pled : there are ſo many Temptations in it, and ſo ſtrong to bias and fturnhim 
out of this courſe, thatif true grace ballance not, ſelf Intereſt will hazard to pre- 
vail : excepta man do beth know and believe that God will own, ſtand by, and 
graciouſly reward him, he will find no other encouragement, but all Arguments 
tomove him to defit, And therefore we ſhall find that when God promiſeth 
uhto Iſrael a bleſſing in a King, he engageth,to give thema man after his own 
heart, 1 S$am.13-14s 

3. He muſtbea publick ſpirited mn, ſuch an one as Nebemiab was, VNeb.2.10 
It grieved them exceedingly that there was a man come ta ſeek the welfare of 
the Children of Iſrael : ſuchas have the common good of the people lying upon 
their hearts, men that are ſtudious for _ peace, and prefer it before 
their own beſt joy;they muſt not be Galio like ſpirited, that care not how things 
goznor men that only takegare to ſecure their own Cabbin,while the Ship is fink- 
ing : but ſuch whoſe life is bound up in the eqns Fo their People. 

4- He mult be a man of a Skilful, diſcerning, and obſerving Spirit ; one that 
doth conſider, and can underſtand the times and (cafons, and what Iſrael ought to 
do, It is not enough to b: verit in general Maximes of State,but to know how to 
dzal in the very chang? of a peoples manners : How elſe ſhall they know what is 
their own proper duty incumbent on them, and the particular work which be- 
longs to their G=neration, to he ſerviceable to God and his people in : for, as the 
times vary, ſo hath God various works for his Servants todo, the negle@ of 
which may bring a great deal of miſery : it was therefore //acbars commendati- 
on that they underſtood the Times. 

'£, H:-muthbea manof great zeal for the glory of God : one that counts it 
his beſt policy to be true an4 faithful to the Intere't of Jeſus Chriſt : the Worlds 
Politicians are afraid to do this or that, leſt it ſhould have bad Events, ſhould not 
be reſented, or they ſuFer reproach, &c, I do not deny, but believe, that it is a 
a. of Chriſtian prudence in any Rulers, to know what cannot be done at pre- 
ent,& not throw themſelres upon unayoidable hazards,when they may _— ſe 

other 
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«vther wayes to accompliſh their dut!, David knzw when th2 Military fword 
was too long for the Civil, and the ſons of Zervizh were too ſtrong for him, aud 
hencereprieves Joabtill Solomon's reign, then to ſufer Juſtice for his mucder. 
But, w hen mentbiak it israther their intereſt to pleale men then to b2 true tv 
God, and hence will goe nofurther then what may gratifiz mens corruptions, 
nor doe more than the [| _ of an apoſtate p-ople are willing to bear, will ra- 
ther conniveat fin, then loſe the love of fianers, theſe are not men for the Gap, 
they will never beacknowledged by God to be among the numb-r of thoſe thar 
make up the hedge : No, he mult be a man of Phinebas his ſpirit, 1.t him be what 
he will, ifhe be a troubler of Iſrael, he will not fear or ſpare him, 

6. He muſt be a man of Courage and undaunted reſolution, he muſt be like 
Feremiah, a man made up of braſsandiron : /er,1.18, 1 brve made thee an iron 
Tillsr, and brazen wall againſt this People. He mult b-ſuchan one as Nebemiab, 
that was not daunted by, nor deſerted his work becauſe of the Threatnings of his 
Enemies, but ſtood upon the credit of his Religion, and God, Neb,6.11, Shall 
ſuch a man as 1 flee? he that makes up breaches in times of great Apoltacies thall 
find it to fleſh and blood a diſcouraging work, he ſhall have his heartand hands 
ſill; a backſliden people are not eaſily reformed ; he that endeavours to do it 
ſhall be reproached, ſtigmatized by reviling tongues, for a Perſecutor and a 
bloody man, as( Numb.16.41.2 Sem.16.7,8.) Moſes and David : if he puniih fin 
It is cruelty, if he curbe in encroaching errors it is Tyranny, and he ſhall hear d- 
faming on every ſide, and he had need therefore to be reſolute. 

7, Hemuſtbea man ofa tender heart, one that is affected with every Token 
of Gods anger that diſcovers it ſelf in his word and works : ſuch a man was loſoab, 
and God beſtowed a bleſſing upon him for it, 2 Chron, 34325, becauſe thy beaxt was 
render, &c, when he heard the book of the Law read, and knew that wrath was 
out again(t Judah, it humbled him, and drove him to God : there is many times 
a ſtupid Spirit that regards not, takes no notice of the wrath of God, 1/ai, 42.25. 
he ſet bim on fire round about, yet be knew it not, it burned bim, yet be laid it not to-beart: 
ſucha'Spirit will obſtruct this work of healing the breaches of a people. 

h $. He muſtbe a man of vigour and activity : one that will himſelf ſet about the 

-work, and ſee to the effeftual doing of it : it is not enough to ena Orders, 01 

give them a civil Sanfion, but care mult be taken that they be put in Execntion, 

elſe they are but a mock of Reformation, fin is not frighted away with words ; it is 

a great buſineſs to make up the breach, and therefore it requires a vigilant and di- 

ligent man to do it :on- that will be up and doing. 

9, He mult be a man ofa fervent Spirit of Prayer : the moſt of the work in ma- 
king up the breach is to be done withGod;when he puts into the Gap,he mult have 
a deep Intereſt in Gods love, how elſe ſhall he prevail to ſtay his hand, and ſtop 
his wrath, yea, all his wiſdome, Counſel, Courage, Succeſs,mult firſt be gained in 
Heaven: he muſt be ſucha manas Moſes & David were, men that could put in with 
God for the People : hence, when God intended good dayes for Jeruſalemhe pro- 
miſeth them watchmen that ſhall not hold their peace,or give him rolt,till he eſta- 
bliſh,&make Jeruſalem a praiſc in the Earth, /a1.62.6,7,1n a word,when all cheſe 

ualifications do not meet in a man, he is not compieatly accompliſhed for this 
work:he may truly belong to God, & he may alſo do ſomething, but he is not the 
man that God looks for, nor can he be.truly called 4 Repairer of breaches, 

5. When 1s it that God ſeeks for @ man, en4d can find none ? of 

Haw, The phraſe isan dens 2a” of Speech,uttered according to the man- 

ner 
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nerof men, who ſeek in order to finding athing: but God ſeesall things with one 


bght : but the intention of it is, to repreſentbefore vs the patience cf Gcd, in de- 
Javing the full Execution of his wrath, and when Judgement hath, begun, he waits 
to ſce what thoſe Preludia of ſorrows will effect upon a people, and whither they: 
willawaken men thatare in Authority to ſet their ſhoulders to this work : Gods 
b pinning lighter ſlrokes upon a revolting people, are probationary, to ſee if there 
Fe 2nvy ſparks of fucha Spirit to be found in thoſe that are Rulers, or whither there 
be an abſolute ſecurity and ſottiſhneſs fallen upon them : and when. God doth this; 
thovgh he may ſee and find many mourners in Zion,and ſuch as tremble at lis word 


yet theſe do it in ſecret, they fave their own Souls, but the breacties are not made- 


up by them ; fin rules and reigns abroad notwithſtanding, and meets nocheck nor 


reflraint :. In ſumme, when Rulers in Common-wealth and Church are not ſuch* 


wen, there are none at all, it exceeds the advantage of men ina prizate Capzcity to 
be fo ; ſothat when theſe men are all, either degenerate, or diſcouraged from their 
work, and do not attend it ſedulouſly, there is none ta ds this buſineſs, and we may 
be ſure the Hedge will not grow up ſpontaneouſly, or of its own accord : an apoſtate 
people will not reform of themſelves, but muſt be quickned and led toit,if therefore 
they are thus neglected, breaches will no doubt grow wider every day, and new 
breaches will be dayly made, by renev ed provocations the Gap will be laid wide 
Cpen, and any devouring plagues may comein, "2 

6. For theclearing upthe groundor reaſon of the Doftrine, we may take theſe 
Afeertions, 


I, That which God expeAs of a people whomhe takes to be a vineyard of his 
own, is, that they ſhculd bring forth fruitto his glory, 1/4.43-21. This people have [ 
ſoune: agen moytded into a people, or Civil and Church nalitys fs my jelf, 
they ſt als ſtew forth mygi.ciſe. ' Ard Cap.5.2. He locked that bis Y incyard ſlould yicls! 

, God expedtya Covenant people ſhould be an holy 426 96 therefore w hen 
:e had told Iſraet what he bad done for them, allo declates what it was that he ex- 
pected from them, Dent, 7.11,3.12.10.12- 

2, When a People inſ ead of bringing forth frats of holineſs, fruftifie and abou nd 
Wi, «, they:fruſtrate Geds juſt expefaticns : they are like a field, thovgh 
ſown with good'grain, yet yicldsnothing'but briars and thorns and thiſtles, like a 
plentifol).qnlgin weeds, thovgh ſown with Herbs, like a Vineyard of wild 


Jower grapes, «haraevan{age hath the owner by ſuch fruits? It aniwers not his 


int = - HpWacy 


zs Sec ſortbis Jſe.5.3- : 

ofa Covenant people muſt needs be a grievous provo- 
catien : ifthe ar\Had takeft no pains, and laid out no oſt upon his field, 
| were not much ro find it fruitheſs, | indvineyardthatis under fence 
and manuring, to be ftuitleſs, thir'is mitter of juſt diſpleaſure; the husband -man 
a deſerved ſentence, Zh, 13.7;Cui # down, why cambF3 is the ground, God 
» of ſucha thing as ifÞe were amuſed atit, cr ceuld not tell what to make 

of ſuch a things that, F&#.2-21.tlat a noble plant ſhould ſo degenerate. 
4.1f now the Fence begin to tumble down, & ſpoilers to come uponthemyif Jrdg- 
ments incnaHll fdes;its a righteous difpenſation,& their apoffacy & wicked- 
Ee Refer? Garde teal mhracde ton: 
in. J{4.42-24 cob for n ff the Lord -ngdinſt whem they Fave 
ſooned. We a fo andere robe'er cot and care, to keep up the 
ſence abemt, and manure a thimmo fruitor income ? 


anc - -- twaacts thy + 


willto adeclia! le, though 
ad good —_—_— people 4 


" FRY 
*do make Inrodes upon them, yet he raifeth up Inftraments fitte# and prepe.. 
pt for th2 making up 0 what is amiſs, and itandunFÞriveen him and the pc6- 
ple that h: nay nvt deltroy them + thus we thall-nnd, tat when Saw/s Apoitaty 
had almoſt waited iſrach he raiſcd up David to be h-lptul to repair and reitor- 
them again :when Abaz's wicked reign had corrupted,and nzar ruined tae King- 
domegf Judah, he gives him Hezekiah, that great Reformer, and eminent man in 
the Gap, tor a ſuce-tſor : thus after Aleneſfeb and Ammon, ſucceeded godly and zeg» 
lous lofstb : and there is great Reaſon for this way , tor the general Reformation 
of a corrupted people isa great work, and cannot ordinaril, ve carryed on with- 
out the eminent zeal and torwardnels of Leaders. x e #3 "ah 
6. Hence wh2n therearenoſuch,it isa ſign that there is no amendment like to be; 
& what muſt the conſequent of ſuci: a cale b2,bur ruinz and delolation, God dil - 
covers much of hus own mind and purpoſe by this matter, and where he ſpurits 
none to'the proper work of declining tines, he may waita while in patience, an 
procraſtinate his wrath, but if there be no remedy, if there be none to healmue 
wound, what remains but ampatation a hopeleſs peopte are caſt in Law, tÞey 
are plants that do bat burden the Earth taey grow on,and what are they fit for but 
burning ? | 
Sie 1. For Information of our Judgem-nts in three Particulars, 

1. That pious an# zealous Rulers are a very great bleſling. 1 know that the 
corruption of the heartsof men is lic-ntious, and every latt deſires toenjoy its1i- 
berty, and hence ſuch as will indulge mens humors, are molt pleaſing, and will 
give b2ſt content to the carnal heart ; but this proceeds from mens ignorance and 
wickednzſs : ſuch Rulers astheſe, are in a word of ſober Truth, the only men ; 
they havea deep Intereſt in God, he owns their zeal,an.i the people ſhall fare the 


- betterfor them; and they are ſtrongly ſet for the good of the pe 


- 


whom they live ; they are indeed the alon> men that ſ-ek the welfare ef their 
Country 2 it is th-reforea great wickednels lor any to repine again't, and a great 
daty to bleſs Godfor ſuch : if there bz any breach made, theſe are they that will 
b2 dilig :nt to make it up ; if there b2 any Judgement coming, theſe be they that 
will adrzenture into the Gap, and ſhut it our, they are, under God, the happineſs 
of a people ; and the want of them declares any people miſerable, both Hiram, 
and the Queen of Sheba coulf! ſee and did acknowledge that, that God therefore 
choſe Solomon to be King, beeauſe he loved Iſrael, 2 Chrom2. 11, 1 «10.9% 

2. That whatſoever may tend to the prevention or removal of by + oc. 
of God, 1 a partof the duty incumbent upon Rulers, All things that may tend 


to the making up of the Hedge, and ſtopping of the Gap, come properly under - 


their cognizance : and hence it follows, that whatſoever fin isa provocation to 


God, and may be an occaſion of wrath againſta p-ople, they both have Authori- 


ty, and it lyes upon them in duty to luppreſs it : hence men deal injuriouſly, and 


at againſt themſelves alſo, who wouldconfine their Authority to marters only of 


the (:cond Table ; unleſs we can ſay that Athieſme, Hereſy, defpiſing Geds Or- 
dinances, curſing, ſwearing, abufing Gods bleſſed Name, and profanation of his 
holy Sabbaths, are no provoking fins, nor ſuch as open a dore to let inthe anger 


of God; again't which the whole currentof Scripture doth plentifully bear wx it- 


neſs : or ſhall we beſo fooliſh as to think, that when God bath ſet up all orders of 
men for his own glory, and hath in particular appointed Rulers to rule for Go 4 


2 * they not only may, but ought to - regardleſs of thoſe things which do ſmore 
b. | B 2 = 


# 
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Immediately concern this glory of his ? or ſhall we think that if they let Judge 
ment come at theſe Rn t nat forth their authority toſtop them, they 
ſhall not be charged for the negle@ of a duty neceſſary for the peace and proſp>» - 
rity of their people ? : EE i, 

3. That the death of fuch men, who when they lived were diligent 'm ſach a 
work as this, viz, to make up the breach, and ſtand in the Gap, eſpecially at ſuch 
a time when there is much of this work to doe, is matter of dcep humbling and | 
lamentation, The loſs of one ſuch man, in a time wherein-iniquity doth abound, 
way be ſy ſadly circumſtanced, as that it may be the occaſion of the ruine and deſo- 
lation of a people: Sad changes many times are the produdct of ſuch a providence. 
what was it that occaſioned this doleful conditiorvof Judah mentioned in our text? 
why,good Jofiah was gone, that great ſtickler for God, and mender of Jeruſalems 
hedge : the.people were bad enough in his time, but he! uppreſt open wickedneſs 
deltroyed{ idolatry, maintained &enlarged Religion,& it was well with Judahin - 
his dayes. But when once he was removed out of the way, though they ſtill had a 
King, Zedekiah, yet he did nothing in the: gap, except it were to make it wider ; | 
wickedneſs and profaneſs might fit inthe gate, & ride in the ſtreets unpuniſhes; 
now Deſolation comes. Godly and zealous Rulers are Pillars, they hold up the 
earths foundations that it doth not fall, Pſe.75,3. One ſuch manthen oughe not 
todye without the tears of all Iſrael : there were bitter Lamentations made for 
ſoliah when he was dead, as we ſhall find, 2.Chron. 35. 24.25. And there way 

£00d reaſon for it, for when he dyed good dayes died with him; when his Sun 
at, the Sun of Jadahs proſperity ſat too; he gaes out of the gap into his grave, 
and the Boar of the wilderneſs preſently breaks in, and layes waſte the "vineyard 
of Gods own planting : they were diſmal dayes that followed that eclipſe, I 
know there are times whena child may leada people, whiles piety is prevalent 
among, them, and the fear of God lyes upon them-: But when. wickedneſs is ex. 
alted, and fin gets head, when mens corruptions grow powerfull, he muſt be a 
man indeed, one of a thouſand, ſingularly ſpirited by God, that is ahle to manage 
a%airs for Gods glory, anda peoples Tranquility, and therefore when ſuch men . 
eve, that loſs is neteafily repairzd : it is breach upon breach, For fin to break 
in, and zealous oppoſers of fin and ſuppreſſors of iniquity to he takenout of the 
way;God is then angry indeed, and to lament the loſs of ſuch,is but to lament our 
own loſs. Uſe II For Exhortation, in ſeveral particulars, . 

I, It may call us inte the duſt and mourning at remembrance or conſideration 
of the diſpleaſure of God which is out againſt us upon this account, in the loſs of ſo- 
many, and at ſuch a junture of time, that might hare been truly ſtyled men that 
food in the Gap, The preſent ſolemn ſtroke of divine diſpleaſure inthe death 
or that honourable Perionage, whom I lament, not only for private reſpe@s 
(which claim it) but as he was a man publickly both great and good, pointed me 
to this preſent diſcourſe,and the thoughts pf it bring to mind reiterated frokes of | 
the ſame nature ſo lately inflied;&indeedthe voice of providence is loud,theLcrd: ; 
God hath ſpoken, who can but propheſie : and I wonld endeavour (God helping) | 
toput you into true mourning,let me therefore entreat you to put on theſe con- 

ratzons. 
9 Whothey were whom: we hare loſt : I know it is one partof the infelici-- 
ty of divided times, that few men dye univerſally lamented, how uſeful ſoever 
they have been intheir Generations ? becauſe of prejudices which are the natu-. 
ral fruits of ſuch ſeaſons : but if prejudice may be commanded to hold its tongs 


x Cir 
and Truth may be admitted to ſpeak, and due allowarce of Clarity granted to 
Tn.en labouring in their clay Tabernacle with a bcdy of death, which the teſt of 
men have alwayes needed to cloak their imperfeions, (and a David without it, 
would hare paſt an harſh cenſure) they were men of ſingular worth & eminency ; 
\ hat ſhall I ſay more ? they were menready to ſet their hands torepair orr 
Hedge, and hazard themſelves to ffand in the Gep : men willing to ſacrifice their 
lives for the publick weal and ſafety of this people ; men pretious in the fight of 
God, anddeſerving to be regiſtred in the Rolls, and ſounded by the Trumpet of 


Fame, & for whom was prepared an Immortal, & neverffading Crown of glory. 
2, The ſeaſon when they were taken away, good or evil are much aggravated ' 
by the time in which they happen : when gocd men are taken away inan evil : 


day it doubles the miſery, and ſuch is the preſent caſe, it isa time wherein there 


was never more need of them : God accompliſheth his works in the world ordi- - 


narily by Inſtruments; and if they are removed, muſt not the work lye undone ?it 
isa time in which many evilsare broken in upon us, when: Judgements are mas- - 
king their Inrodes with violence:how many ſore breaches are there to be ſeen in 
our Hedge ? what great deſolation hath the Sword made among us ? this hath 
been a ſad Inundatim : how low hath the fickneſs brought us ? what: a breach 
hath been made upon our quiet by the ſecret plots and contrivances of Enemies a- 
broad againſt us ? heart diviſions-among us are rents expoling us, not alittle to 
be madea prey to others : errors and herefies have made a great Gap, and what 
miſeryes may come inat that Gap, we have reafon to dread : wantonneſs, pride,” 
and profaneneſs have gained a general liking, and how broke they in, but at ſome 
great hole in the wall zhere wasa great work todo, torepeir all theſe breaches, 
and noÞy that ſuch as ſhould-have done it, are ſo many of them removed, this 
ſhould he for a lamentation, RT Dh 

3. How much are we weakened by this loſs : faithful and zealous Rulers ars 
tbe Chariots and Horſmen, 3, e. the defence and ſafeguard of 1ſrael, The _ 
made that an Argument ta diſwade David from going any more- into the battel, 
becauſe they counted him worth ten thouſand of them : we loſe many in one, 
when any ſuch'are taken away : ſuch wounds are like the cutting off the hapds of 
a people, yea, ſtopping their breath,we have fo many the fewer interceſlors for us: 


at the throne of grace ;iyea, every work mult goon ſflowly,when principal work- | 


men are called off from their work : David accounted himſelf weak by the loſs of 
Abner ; but they are better menthenhe, whom we have loſt: and if they benot- 
g eatly miſs'd,eſpecially at this day, it is no A: gument of our bappineſs,bus-if our- 


ſcnceleſs ſtupidity under our great miſery, | 
4. What are the prognoſticks of this loſs : we may ſay as the Prophet; bad nor 


the Lord left us a remnant, we bad been as Sodom, and like 10 Gomorrah. The Lord ber 
bleſſed that we have a Remnant of worthy Patriots, whoſe fidelity and godly zeeb . 


hath born witneſs that they are men for the Gap: and were net this our hope une 
der God, we were indeed a very miſerable people, But let us know, that fuch 
Concuſſons in State are Ominous, and forebode undefireable changes : Inevil 
times, when thoſe that ſhould with{{and the evil of them, are taken frem it, it 
ſaith that God hath more evil to bring upon'a people, and intends not to be hin-- 
dred'in his work, The Plucking up of Pillars, is in order to the pulling down of 


ts; they lay as Mounds and bulwarks inthe way to fend them of : and we 


Pens : when God removes ſuch, it is to make the way plain for his Judge-- 


' \, Way think what we will of ſuch —__ and may perbaps inwardly rejoyce = 
K | .3-. 
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ſpeak as.to a people that are freezand it isa choice blefiing tothe people of G 


LE 
+e well contented that ſuch, and ſuch are gone, nay, may be ready to fay, as ſolve 
have not ſpared to do when they werealive, that they were-the troublers ot 

Iſrael, that their zeal again{t fin hath brought Gods Judgements upon the I.and, 
&ifmore of them were gone the ſame way,it would be well: nay,ve may lift aL 
them, to lay them aſide,as men that cannot ſerve the turn of the time becauſe they 
cannot temporize :. and beſpatter their rames with odious &tJaunderous ſcandals 
Yet let me aſſure you ina word of truth, that you need not make ſuch halt to b2 
rid ofthem, God is doing the work faſt enough, and there needs but a few more 
to b21aid afid2 by thy folly (O N-E) or laid up in the grave by Gods dilpleature 
again't thee, and thz wide gaps which thy fin, and Gods wrath have made in thee 
will be left empty, and ftand opzn and d-f-nceleſs; and what Seas of miſcry will 
follow; the Lord grant thou mayeſt not by experienc2 know, but have the grace 
to prevent. But let me tell you, The unla nented dzath of righteous Rulcrs, is 
as fure a preſage of Calamity coming as any Il know : and when God looks in- 
to the Gap, and ſees none ſtanding there, thou ſhalt then know to thy coſt, 
what thoſe were worth, whom thou ha't now not only deſpiſed, but hated. God 

rant we may now humble our ſelves under his mighty hand, elſe methinks I 
oreſee the day when we ſhall have opportunity to hewail-our own madneſs, and 

New-England thall fit ſolitary, and ſay, I once had choice bleſſings, had I but 
known the worth of them : Ionce had skilfull Rulers, that knew how to ſearch, 
and heal my wounds, that could ſtep in and intercede for me with God, & were 
got afraid to reſiſt the evil that was growing upon me; that would confront 

s, and ſuppreſs abomination ; then did T enjoy good hopes; but now all 

are pulled up, and flood-gates are ſet op2n, and a wide way for all man- 

ner of miſchief, and miſeries, to bring ruins, and utter deſolation upong me, is 

made in me: O dolefull unhappy day ! when there is none to afford me any 

relieforſuccor, I am fick, and there is no Phyſitian, wounded, and no Chyrur- 
geon, broken with breach upoa breach, and there is no repairer, 

- 2. Itdirefis us what to pray for,if we defire the healing and proſperity of the 
land, 4. e. That God would be pleaſed when he looks for men in the Gap, to 
find ſome there; and to thatend,that he would both continne ſuch to us, and not 
proceed to take all away; that he would increaſe their courage and reſolution, 
and give them all encouragement; and alſo that he would from time to time 
pour outof his Spirit upon ſuch as ſhall tand up to bear rule, that they may have 


a Moſes's, a Phinebas's, a Davids, ar. Hezehiab's, a Foſiab's heart : Our ſorrows - 


may he many and great; but whiles we have ſuch, we are not hopeleſs, God 
doth not give up a people till the whole head be fick and whole h:art faint, It 
was Moſes his prayer when he was togye, that God would be!tow a man upon 
his people Iſrael, Numb.27,16,19, Wethould pray down z al for the glory of 
God, and courage in confronting of fin into our Rulers, inſtead of endea\ our- 
ing to rail and revile them out of it, Know therefore,that there 1s as much of your 
proſperity and welfare wrapt up inthis, as in any fecond cauſe, and you cannot 
pray aright for the peace of Feruſalem, except vou pray for this : For that peo- 
ple that hath not ſuch-men to go inand out before them, cannot be an happy,but 
needs mu't be a miſerable peaple, and without defence. : 

2, It may dire you what manner of men to make thoiſe of to hear rele over 
their Brethren, i,-, Such ae are moſtlikely to make up the hedge, and fland in 
fap; to drive out ſm, and to keep out wrath; men ſpirited for Reformation, . 


» 
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that they may tare men of their own choiſe; ard willteen apggra\aticn of their 
fin ard ſorrows, if (having ſuch a liberty) they at uſe it tolicentiouſneſs, The 
Lord, the Gcd that ſearcheth hearts, knows w bat manner of ſpirit isaGiive in the . 
midit of us at this time; how our ſpirits are divided, 2rd we bandied into factions 1 
each {t:dying and contriving how to adi ance the intereſt ef their cvn patticular . 
deſigns, and promore their own cauſe; and what ſhall become of the comwen 
cauſe of God, and of Religion in the mean while ? Mensgreatenquiry is, whi- | 
ther ſuch and ſnch be of their part, but there is little EnJUTins How flac they \ 
for God ard for Godlineſs, how they are ſpirited againlt fin and Apoſlacy. 

Well,let us remember it is ina great Mm in our own hands to fortifie,or rt'- 
ine our (elves: & in nothing more can we ſhew our folly,or wiſdome ther'in this, 
among works that are of publick concernment, I defire to be farre from being, 
a ſtickler & buſie body in matters of State,but cnly as a well wiſher to the peace 
&proſperity of our Feruſalem,I would crare of all faithful ones,prudently and d-- 
liberately to conſider the times, and uſe Chriftian wiſdome in ſeeking to ſettle 
God amongſt us, that the breaches of the Land may be made up, We are a fick 
people, the Symptoms: are viſible and manifeſt, and if we do-indeedconſult our 
own health, it ought to be our care to ſeek the chiefeſt and ableſt Phyſitians ; and 
ifyou will have Mountebanks take you in hand, that will heal the wounds ſlight- 
ly, thank your ſelves if they break out again'Fith more rancor then ever. 

4. Be exhorted each one of us in our place & ſiatien to doour utmolt torepair” 

& make upthe wall thatis ſo broken down, That our fence istottering & in'many 
places openzisa thing obvious, he muſt ſhut his eyes that doth not ſee it: God who 
was our alone defence,is in a great meaſure withdrawn from us;& woe to vs if he 
ſhall quyge depart away, whole Catarads of miſery will ſoon break in upon us; . 
© there ar®enough waiting to make a prey of us ; the months of devouring Beaſls 


are open upon us 2 it is time then to ſeek the munition of Rocks, . There isne—" ..£" « 
PF 4% 


«dens i > - can 


veranone of us but may (if God grant us grace) do ſomething towards this hap-," ._. 
py work : it is fin in the bowels of the Land that hath cauſed theſe Farth-quaket 4 
that have ſhaken our walls : get this out, and God will come in, and dwell with” ,. 
ns as in times of old : 1 would ſubmiſſvely entreat menof power and Influence to- | 
carry with them that Coun(el of Feboſhzpbat to his Judges, 2 Chrox.19.8.11, Oc. y 
itis Argument enough toencourage to reſolution in purſuit of the moſt hazar- 
dous duty, to believe that God will he with the good. God never deſefted his , : 
own cauſe, nor thoſe that were faithful in it; New- England' is not v ithout: its | 
Experiences in this matter, & ſor our ſelves,let it be our endeavour to ſtrengthen- s 
the hands, and encourage the hearts of our faithful Rulers : let what they dofor ; 
God and for the welfare of this people, pleaſe us ; they were good times, | 
what gocg Daviddid pleaſed his people, Don't pndertake the Patronage of ſin" | 
be not Attourneys and pleaders for wickedneſs : be willing to' be refortned:: | 
hearken to the . Conviftions and faithful warnings that are given you in the Mi= n 4 
niſtry : ſeek after peace and holineſs : mourn for the fin you cannot refrain K ; 
and reformyour own wayes that are not good : purge your hearts and Families; 
love and pray for xe peace of Feruſalem : thus hall the breackes in New-Enclend” 
Hedge be made up ; andtlie Lord when he ſeeks for men inthe Gaps, ſhall find'. 
them filled, and will take pleaſure in his people :our [reel ſhall dwel ſafely,and we © | 
ſhall fee our Jeruſalem a quiet babitation: the Lord ſhall reffous onr Rulers as at the frft,. } 
i our Judges as in the beginning : there ſtall be no breaking in, nor going ont, nor com<- ® 7 
ving 28 Our Streets ; for the Lord - _ us, axd the God of Ir ac] will be our- 
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